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Young Potentiality
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“You've gof such greal potential” There iz a lot of encouragement in seeing the best in
gormeane and, no fattery intended, comveying an expectafion for somathing greater. Now, the
Cynic in me wants to read this as a smack=tgown, implying thal you've gof it but you ain't doing
ruch with if. Howewer, it is usually inlended as a pick-me-up for someane who may be facing
siruggles or just needs a good word. So, one might suppose that this common collsquialism
would lead ko a brighter day.

However... what does "polenfial” mean? Memiam-Websler says: "exisiing in possibility;
capable of development into actuality” or “something that can develop or become achual”
Stating the fact that one has potential does nof make the petential a fact. This iz where the cynic
ikt be right. Misunderstanding this fact could develop into disappoiniment or discouragement
in the recipient of such a well-intended comment i the subject of such praise believes the
potential is presently possessed. This may especially be applicable to youth, who are ready fo
gee thair potential as a reality much more readily than those of use wearing the scars of life, the
product of having weathered the disappoiniments of reality. And, the now-me ends up hating
the uzed-to-be-me because that potendial passed away somewhere along the way.

God's encouragement more reality-based. “Remember now your Creator in the days of
your youth, before the difficult days come and the vears draw near, when you say, '| have no
pleasure in fhem” [Ecclesiastes 121). There are facts of life (and death, Hebrews 53:27) that can
only be ignored at aur own peril; we are tlemporary [James £:14), we are on the clock (Matihew
24:42) and we're burning daylight (John 5.4},

Young people innately have greal pobential no one would reazonably dery this. Howsver,
the failure to which mary young people succumb and accept in our current culfure is directly
proportional to the confugion between polentiality and reality. Just because one has potential,
and is ol 50 in no uncertain terms, does not mean they will reach it if the critical elements of
attaining said potential are absent. God says, whan you forget me, you're doomed.

Mow, i first response to this truth might be o point fingers at our young people and say;
"You need to get with it, kid” Bui, wail! Young people do nof attain the wisdom of God by
0amasis, slipping a Bible under their pillow at night and awaking a bastion of wisdorn. Thal's not
hony it works. Gaodly wisdom, potential becoming real, is taught, God's comprehensive formula
fior feaching is: "You shal teach them diigently to your children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your houge, when you walk by the way, when you lig down, and when you rise up”
iDeuteranomy 67, Maybe, when we point at aur voung people, we should fake heed io the
three fingers pointing back at us; and talk about God!
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